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Advent Hymn   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah     ELW 240 

GATHERING
Prelude                                                                     Linda Underwood

Welcome   Pastor John Kuehner

Call to Worship                                      Choir and/or Handbell Choir
     
 
  



Gathering Hymn         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           ELW 257 



Hymn of Praise - The Magnificat – 

         My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness

 

Advent Greeting

 P:  We wait for the word of the God as we wait for the rains 

 C:  and our God shall come down upon us like gentle dew.



Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and 

might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in 

joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the Creator and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.          

                                                                                                      AmenWORD

First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a

The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of 

a future shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town 

of Bethlehem. (Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This 

king will restore Israel and bring peace. New Testament writers 

understood this passage to be referring to Jesus.

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in 

labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the 

people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength 

of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they 

shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth,
5a and he shall be the one of peace.



Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the 

significance of Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s 

will, Christ allows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, 

one through which we are made a holy people.

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 

offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6 in 

burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.
7 Then I said, ‘See, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of 

the book it is written of me).” 8 When he said above, “You have neither 

desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings 

and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9 then he 

added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order 

to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been 

sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Call and Response Reading: Psalm 12:1-7

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,

stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God;let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4 O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume 

 when your  people pray?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

 you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors,

and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us,

 and we shall be saved.



Gospel Acclamation

   P: The Gospel according to Luke   C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel – Luke 1:39-45 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the 

hill country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 

Elizabeth.

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a 

loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 

womb.

43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 

to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in 

my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there 

would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

Gospel Verse

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord   C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                                                                    Pastor John Kuehner



Hymn of the Day          Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming              ELW 272  



Prayers of Intercession                                Response to each petition 

 A: God in your mercy,          C: hear our prayer. 

Offering Time and Reflection

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting.                                

                                                                                  Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.



Offertory Response

 

Offertory Prayer

Holy Communion

 P:   God be with you.   P:   Lift up your hearts. 

 C:  And also with you. C:  We lift them to God. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to our God.     

 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Communion Preface   |   Words of Thanksgiving

 

MEAL

O Little Town of Bethlehem

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
 

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!



Words of Institution   |   Jesus’ Invitation 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                   see screen 

Our Father, 

 who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come,

 thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day 

 our daily bread;

and forgive us 

 our trespasses,

as we forgive those

 who trespass 

 against us;

and lead us not 

 into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

 and the power, 

 and the glory,

    forever and ever. 

                                   Amen.

Holy, Holy                                                                            see screen  



Dismissal

 

 P: Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.

 C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude                                                              Linda Underwood

Portions of the Liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com & OneLicense - 

Copyright 2024 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46371. 

Post Communion Prayer

Blessing                                                         

 P: God of endings and beginnings,

  God in the dimness and the light,

  God, our hope for the journey,

  ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Sending Hymn                 Joy to the World                         ELW 267 

                                          (Turn to final page) 

SENDING 



Sending Hymn                   Joy to the World                         ELW 267 
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